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liance; otherwise Her Majesty must save her own country,
and join with such of her allies as would join with her.

" As to the war, that the conduct of the allies, and their
opposition to the Queen, by private intrigues carried on
among her own subjects, as well as by open remonstrances,
had made the House of Commons take that matter out of
the hands of the ministers.

" Lastly, that in case the present treaty were broken off
by the Dutch refusing to comply, Her Majesty thought it
reasonable to insist, that some cautionary places be put into
her hands as pledges, that no other negotiation should be
entered into by the States General, without her participa-
tion."

Mr. Harley's instructions to the Queen's plenipotentiaries
were, " That they should press those of France, to open
themselves as far as possible, in concerting such a plan of a
general peace, as might give reasonable satisfaction to all
the confederates, and such as her Parliament would ap-
prove : That the people of England believed France would
consent to such a plan; wherein if they found themselves
deceived, they would be as eager for prosecuting the war as
ever."

Their lordships were to declare openly to the Dutch,
"That no extremity should make Her Majesty depart from
insisting to have the Assiento for her own subjects, and to
keep Gibraltar and Port Mahon ; but if the States would
agree with her upon these three heads, she would be content
to reduce the trade of Spain and the West Indies, to the
condition it was in under the late Catholic King Charles II."

The French were farther to be pressed, " That the Pre-
tender should be immediately sent out of that kingdom;
and that the most effectual method should be taken, for
preventing the union of France and Spain under one
prince."

About this time Her Majesty's ministers, and those of the
allies at Utrecht, delivered in the several postulate or de-
mands of their masters to the French plenipotentiaries,
which having been since made public, and all of them,
except those of Britain, very much varying in the course of
the negotiation, the reader would be but ill entertained with
a transcript of them here.